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Twenty thousand WiMAX subscribers in Africa at the end of 2007  

WiMAX Counts.Com reports that WiMAX has expanded rapidly in Africa over 2006-2007. At the beginning 

of 2006, the WiMAX subscribers in Africa numbered just a few thousand. But by the end of 2007, Africa 

accounts for more than 20,000 WiMAX subscribers. Users are mostly business customers, who have access 

to 10’s or 100’s of internal users, in contrast to residential access. Over this year, the subscriber numbers 

have grown at an average rate of 28% per quarter, and the growth from Q2 to Q3 2007 alone was 36%. 

There were several new deployments that took place during the second half of 2007. There are now around 

15 commercial deployments of BWA/WiMAX in the region, with around half of them started this year. A 

further 10 operators are trailing or evaluating the implementation of a WiMAX network. 

The lack of traditional fixed line telecom infrastructure in the region opens up big opportunities for WiMAX to 

provide broadband Internet to the many rural and underserved areas that cannot be addressed with wired 

technologies. African operators are poised to spread the benefits of WiMAX. There is also a low penetration 

of broadband subscribers. Out of the 922 million inhabitants of Africa at the end of 2006, only 43.6 million 

were Internet users, and only 1 million had a broadband connection. 

For the full article, please see here. 
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