ITU Corporate Strategy Newslog - Twenty thousand WiMAX subscribers in Africa at the end ... Page 1 of 2

Abo

Site Map

ITU CORPORATE STRATEGY NEWSLOG - TWENTY THOUSAND WIMAX SUBSCRIBERS IN AFRICA AT THE
END OF 2007

News related to CSD research and analysis

Archives

b
FRIDAY, 07 DECEMBER 2007 < 2007 December -

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
25 26 27 28 29 30 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Twenty thousand WiMAX subscribers in Africa at the end of 2007

WIMAX Counts.Com reports that WiMAX has expanded rapidly in Africa over 2006-2007. At the beginning

of 2006, the WIiMAX subscribers in Africa numbered just a few thousand. But by the end of 2007, Africa 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
accounts for more than 20,000 WiMAX subscribers. Users are mostly business customers, who have access

to 10’s or 100’s of internal users, in contrast to residential access. Over this year, the subscriber numbers 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
have grown at an average rate of 28% per quarter, and the growth from Q2 to Q3 2007 alone was 36%. 30 31 1 ) 3 4 5

There were several new deployments that took place during the second half of 2007. There are now around | RSS aTOMB CDF]

15 commercial deployments of BWA/WiMAX in the region, with around half of them started this year. A |
further 10 operators are trailing or evaluating the implementation of a WiMAX network.

The lack of traditional fixed line telecom infrastructure in the region opens up big opportunities for WiMAX to
provide broadband Internet to the many rural and underserved areas that cannot be addressed with wired
technologies. African operators are poised to spread the benefits of WiMAX. There is also a low penetration
of broadband subscribers. Out of the 922 million inhabitants of Africa at the end of 2006, only 43.6 million
were Internet users, and only 1 million had a broadband connection.

For the full article, please see here.
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